10 PRUCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF [1876.

JANUARY 18.
The President, Dr. RUSCHENBERGER, in the chair.

Forty-three members present.

JANUARY 25.
The President, Dr. RUSCHENBERGER, in the chair.
Forty-five members present.

The following were elected members: Chas. L. Sharpless, Dr.
Alfred Whelen, Rev. W. Q. Scott, Dr. Henry M. Fisher, Edwin
H. Fitler, Dr. Wm. R. Cruiee, Chas. II. Rogers, and Dr. V. F.
Waugh.

Fepruary 1.
The President, Dr. RUSCHENBERGER, in the chair.
Forty-six members present.

A paper entitled ¢ Deseription of a New Generie Type, Bassari-
cyon Gabbii, of I’roeyonide from Costa Riea,” by J. A. Allen
was presented for publieation.

On a Gigantic Bird from the FEocene of New Jexico.—Prof.
Cork exhibited a tarsometatarsus of a bird, diseovered by himself
during the explorations in New Mexico, eonducted by Lieut. G.
M. Wheeler, U. S. A. The eharacters of its proximal extremity
resemble in many points those of the order Cursores (represented
by the Struthionide and Dinornis), while those of the distal end
are, in the middle and inner troehleze, like those of the Gastornts
of the Paris Basin. Its size indicates a speeies with feet twiee
the hulk of those of the ostrich. The discovery introduees this
group of birds to the known faunwe of North Ameriea reeent and
extinet, and demonstrates that this continent has not been desti-
tute of the gigantic forms of hirds, heretofore chiefly found in
the Southern Hemisphere faune. The deseription is as follows :—

The hypotarsus is moderately prominent, with broad truncate
face, and does not inelose the lignmentous groove of its inuer side.
1ts superior angle is broken away in the specimen.  The two fora-
mina whieh pierce the shaft just below the head, are well separated
from cach other both on the posterior and anterior faces, marking
nearly equal thirds of the transverse diameter of the bone. The



